
 
 
 
Criteria. The intention of the Nanaimo Brain Injury Society is to provide support, information and 
services to people with brain injury, their families, and the community. 
 
 
NBIS observes the following definition of Acquired Brain Injury:  
 
A non-degenerative injury to the brain that has occurred since birth. The term “Acquired Brain Injury” 
includes traumatic brain injury, such as open or closed head injury, and non-traumatic brain injuries 
such as those caused by strokes and other vascular accidents, hypoxia, toxic substances taken into the 
body through inhalation or ingestion, and any invasive surgery or treatments for tumours. Currently the 
term does not include brain injuries that are congenital or produced by birth trauma.  

Source: World Health Organization. 
 
 
Criteria for Acceptance:  

1. Adults with traumatic brain injury.  
2. Adults with a confirmed diagnosis of a non-degenerative, non-traumatic brain injury e.g. brain 

tumour, encephalitis/meningitis, hypoxia etc. where services are deemed appropriate. 
3. Adults with subarachnoid hemorrhages, which may be of a diffuse nature, are accepted as they 

may result in a person having similar cognitive and psychological effects to those with traumatic 
brain injury. 

4. Attending NBIS must achieve at least one of the following purposes: 

 Personal Development  

 Reduce Isolation and Promote Inclusion  

 Social and Cognitive Support  

 Peer Support 
 
 
The following will also be taken into consideration:  
 

 Alcohol/drug use – If an initial meeting concludes that any drug and/or alcohol concern is 
greater than that caused by the brain injury, then NBIS shall refer to the appropriate support 
agencies. 

 Mental Health – If mental health concerns were present prior to the brain injury or the initial 
meeting concludes that current mental health issues are different or more severe than can 
reasonably be expected to have been caused by the brain injury then NBIS shall link with the 
appropriate agencies. In such cases, the issues may well make it difficult for us to work with the 
person on aspects relating to the brain injury. 


